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portions, without any risk of being  drawn  into  the
vortex.

Dr. Meldrum says, f The most dangerous case of all
is when the wind is steady from South-east, the baro-
meter falling, and the wind gradually increasing in
force. In this case, if the wind does not veer, and the
barometer has fallen from the commencement fully six-
tenths of an inch, I should advise him, as a last resort,
to run to the north-westward, if possible/

As to the handling of ships in these storms, it is
evident from the constitution of the storm system that
the wind in front must be directed across the path of
the centre, blowing towards it on one side and away
from it on the other. In fact, if we suppose the cyclone
to be bisected by a line representing its track, and that
another diameter be drawn perpendicular to this, the
front quadrant (d, fig. 43), in which the wind blows
towards the path, is the most dangerous position of all.

The French writers on these storms term the two
quadrants d and I le demicercle dangereux, and the other
two quadrants a and c le demicercle maniable. These
two semicircles change sides when the hemisphere is
changed, for the dangerous semicircle is always on the
right-hand side of the path in the northern, and on the
left-hand side of the path in the southern hemisphere,
as will appear from the following diagram (fig. 44),
borrowed from Eosser's 'Law of Storms.3 In this
the two halves are designated by the letters, D for
6 dangerous/ and N forc navigable/ the best translation
of maniable.

It will be seen that in both cases the dangerous
half is that on the side towards which the curvature of
path takes place.